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Foreword ...

During the 2023-24 crushing season, 207 sugar
mills in Maharashtra started their crushing season
of which, 105 are in cooperative and 103 are in
private sector. The sugar mills in the state had
crushed 107.61 million tonnes of sugarcane and
produced 11.06 million tonnes of sugar. During
season, 123 sugar mills have diverted around
0.86 million tonnes of sugar for ethanol
production by use of BH molasses, sugarcane
juice/sugar syrup as a feedstock. The average
sugar recovery of the state remained as 11.08%.
The production of ethanol allocated to state is
760.51 million liters out of which 728.62 million
liters allocated for feedstock of sugar mills. As on
May 31, 2024, sugar mills in the state had
supplied 524.87 million liters to Oil manufacturing
companies.

In the 2023-24 crushing season, India produced
31.70 million tonnes of sugar by crushing of
312.98 million tonnes of sugarcane. Due to
restrictions of feedstock allocation, the sugar
mills are diverted around 2.00 million tones sugar
for ethanol production. According to the
Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC) of
India, the volume of ethanol delivered to Oil

Dedicated service to sugar industry since 1975
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Marketing Companies (OMCs) by distilleries during
the 2023/24 period, spanning from November 2023
to April 2024, amounted to 2.749 billion liters.
Despite the government’s initial aspiration to achieve
a 15% ethanol blend by 2024, the projected ethanol
inclusion has been maintained at 5.2 billion liters. This
forecast aligns with the production levels of 2023 and
is deemed inadequate for reaching the 15% blending
target and a 20% goal for 2025, primarily due to the
government-imposed limitations on the feedstock
available for ethanol conversion.

VSl organized different events such as, Maharashtra
Day, Technology Day and Blood Donation Camp apart
from this workshops, training program and popular
articles for farmers is given in this issue.

Visitors to VSI also do not fail to be impressed by its
functions in research, extension and training as VSI’s
work has always related to the farmers and industry’s
needs by trying to reduce the gap between the lab
and the land.
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(RM Devarumath)
Editor
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EVENTS

64" Maharashtra Day

Vasantdada Sugar Institute celebrated
64" Maharashtra Day commonly known as
Maharashtra Din which is celebrated annually on
May 1°*tto commemorating the formation of the state
of Maharashtra in India from the division of the
Bombay State on May 1, 1960. It is celebrated to . =
commemorate the creation of a Marathi-speaking " M I‘B II EE m “l| “ i!l !!!
state of Maharashtra. On this occasion National Flag ' : 2
hoisted by Mr. Sambhaji Kadupatil, Director General
at VSI campus, in presence of Mr. Shivajirao
Deshmukh, Advisor, Mr. DB Ghule, Registrar and
guest of honor Dr. R. Vishwanthan, Director, Indian
Institute of Sugarcane Research (lISR), Lucknow, staff
members and students of VSI.
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National Technology Day

Vasantdada Sugar Institute celebrated National
Technology Day 2024 a day in advance on May 10,
2024 to deliberate on the marvels of innovation and
progress. Dr. Santosh Mhaske, Senior Principal
Scientist (F) and Professor, AcSIR at National
Chemical Laboratory was invited as the chief guest
on this occasion. The event was attended by the
Director General, Mr. Sambhaji Kadupatil, all staff
and students of the Institute. It commenced with a
welcome by Dr. Deepali Nimbalkar, Head of the
Department of Environmental Science, setting the
tone for an engaging gathering. This was followed
by lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the guest and
dignitaries.

Dr. KS Konde, Head of the Department of Alcohol
Technology, then introduced the chief guest for the
function, Dr. Santosh Mhaske, highlighting his
accomplishments in the field of technology, his work
for the Pharma sector and his awards including the
CIPLA-HAMIED Best Process Development Award for
Rosuvastatin (Rosuvastatin belongs to a group of
medicines called HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors, or
statins. It works by blocking an enzyme that is needed

by the body to make cholesterol, so this reduces the
amount of cholesterol in the blood) by NCL-RF, 2022-
2023. Dr. Mhaske was then felicitated by the Director
General.

The Director General then addressed the gathering
and highlighted the role of technology in modern life
and developments. He also stressed on the
significance of celebrating such days.

Dr. Mhaske in his lecture, not only elucidated the
essence of Technology Day but also delved into a
significant historical event-the nuclear tests
conducted at Pokhran. He enlightened the audience
about the pivotal role of technology in the successful
execution of the tests, showcasing the indomitable
spirit of scientific endeavor. This served as an
inspiration for the students and a poignant reminder
of the monumental achievements made possible
through scientific ingenuity and technological
prowess.

The function ended by a vote of thanks by Ms. Jyoti
Kharde, Scientist, Soil Science section.

VASANTDADA 51
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Blood Donation Camp

Vsi organized a ‘Blood Donation Camp’ in event was inaugurated by Mr. SR Khengare, Chief
collaboration with Tarpan Blood Bank of VishwaRaj Accountant in presence of Mr. DB Ghule, Registrar.
Hospital, Loni Kalbhor, Pune on May 10, 2024. The On this occasion VSI staff members and students were

participated in this program.
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WORKSHOP

Integrated Nutrient Management — A Success Story

The first monthly workshop for the year 2024-25 on

‘Integrated Nutrient Management — A Success Story’
was organized by VSI on June 1, 2024. For the
workshop, the Chief Guest was Dr. PH Rasal,
Ex Professor, Dept. of Plant Pathology & Agriculture
Microbiology, MPKV, Rahuri. The speakers from the
sugar mills were Mr. SP Bhalekar, CDO, Pandurang
SSK, Shripur, Dist. Solapur, Mr. Pankaj Patil, CDO,
YM Krishna SSK, Karad, Dist. Satara.

Ms. Sudha Ghodke welcomed the chief guest, speakers,
Heads of sections of AS & T Division and all the
participants. Total 48 participants from 24 sugar mills
were attended this workshop. The chief guest and
speakers were felicitated by Dr. Ashok Kadlag, Principle
Scientist (Crop Production & Protection).

Dr. Ashok Kadlag, in his opening remarks highlighted
the importance of the topic of the workshop. He also
briefed the importance of integrated nutrient
management and its impact on yield & quality of
sugarcane.

In the technical session, Dr. PH Rasal lecture on ‘Use
of Biofertilizers in sugarcane crop’. He explained
about importance of beneficial microorganisms in
universe and without them life is impossible. These
microorganisms are essential for increasing
sugarcane vyield.

Ms. SD Ghodke, talked on ‘Success of beneficial
microorganisms in Integrated Nutrient Management'.

She explained about the role of soil beneficial
microorganisms and endophytic Nitrogen fixing
bacteria for increasing yield and saving of inorganic
fertilizers thereby increasing soil fertility.

Ms. Joyti Kharade delivered speech on ‘Soil organic
carbon management in sugarcane growing soil’. She
emphasized importance of soil organic carbon for
increasing soil biological health for increasing the
yield of sugarcane.

Mr. SP Bhalekar delivered lecture on ‘Management
and use of integrated fertilizers in the operational
area of KSP Pandurang SSK, Solapur’. He briefed the
success story of increasing soil fertility and
sugarcane yield in the area of operation by
implementation of Integrated Nutrient Management.
He also told that due to application of liquid
biofertilizers and compost prepared from production
unit of mill.

Mr. Pankaj Patil, talked on ‘Success story of Integrated
Nutrient Management in the operational area of
YM Krishna SSK, Karad’. The mill has supplied liquid
biofertilizers, compost & VAM in large quantity so
increased sugarcane yield, soil fertility & thereby soil
health in the area of operation.

After completion of lecture/technical session, the
interactive session was held with the participants.
The workshop was ended with vote of thanks by
Ms. Jyoti Kharade, The recommendations of the
workshop are as follows;

-
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Recommendations
Name of Fertilizer

Liquid Biopesticide
(BVM)

Soil Health (SH)

Soil Health(SH)

Vasanturja

Soil Health (SH)

Multinutrient
+ Vasanturja

Liquid Biofungicide

Plant health

Soil Health (SH)

Multinutrient +
Vasanturja

Liquid Biopesticide
(BVM)

Liquid Biopesticide
(EPN)

Plant cane

Method of Application

Drenching of BVM @ 2 lit/acre in 200 lit water
(150 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Drenching of SH @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Drenching of SH @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Foliar application of Vasanturja @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Drenching of SH @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water

(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Foliar application of Multimacronutrient &
Multimicronutrient @ 2 lit/acre each + Vasanturja @

1 lit/acre in 200 lit water Or (150 ml Multimacronutrient &
Multimicronutrient each + 75 ml Vasant Urja for 15 lit

spray pump)

Drenching of liquid biofungicide @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Foliar application of Plant health @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit
water. (75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Drenching of SH @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Foliar application of Multimacronutrient &
Multimicronutrient + Vasanturja @ 1.5 lit/acre in 300 lit
water. (150 ml Multimacronutrient & Multimicronutrient
each + 75 ml Vasant Urja for 15 lit spray pump)

Drenching of BVM @ 2 lit/acre in 200 lit water
(150 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Drenching of EPN @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water

Time of Application

During planting of cane

During planting of cane

30 days after planting

30 days after planting

60 days after planting

60 days after planting

70 days after planting

75 days after planting

90 days after planting

90 days after planting

120 Days after planting

After infestation of
white grub

Application of liquid biopesticide and biofungicide as a precautionary measure for control of white grub and

wilting of leaf.
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Ratoon management

Name of Fertilizer Method of Application Time of Application

Liquid decomposing 50 kg Urea + 50kg Single super phosphate + spraying of DC After harvesting of

culture for trash culture @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water on trash cane

mulching (75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Liquid Biopesticide Drenching of BVM @ 2 lit/acre in 200 lit water During ratooning of

(BVM) (150 ml for 15 lit spray pump) cane

Soil Health (SH) Drenching of SH @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water During ratooning of
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump) cane

Soil Health (SH) Drenching of SH @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water 30 days after ratooning

(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Vasanturja Foliar application of Vasanturja @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water 30 days after ratooning
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Soil Health (SH) Drenching of SH @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water 60 days after ratooning
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Multinutrient + Foliar application of Multimacronutrient & Multimicronutrient 60 days after

Vasanturja @ 2 lit/acre each + Vasanturja @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water ratooning

Or (150 ml Multimacronutrient&Multimicronutrient each +
75 ml Vasant Urja for 15 lit spray pump)

Liquid Biofungicide Drenching of liquid biofungicide @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water 70 days after ratooning
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Plant health Foliar application of Plant health @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water 75 days after ratooning
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Soil Health(SH) Drenching of SH @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water 90 days after ratooning
(75 ml for 15 lit spray pump)

Multinutrient + Foliar application of Multimacronutrient & Multimicronutrient 90 days after ratooning

Vasanturja + Vasanturja @ 1.5 lit/acre in 300 lit water (150 ml

Multimacronutrient&Multimicronutrient each +
75 ml Vasant Urja for 15 lit spray pump)

Liquid Biopesticide Drenching of BVM @ 2 lit/acre in 200 lit water 120 Days after
(BVM) (150 ml for 15 lit spray pump) ratooning

Liquid Biopesticide Drenching of EPN @ 1 lit/acre in 200 lit water After infestation of
(EPN) white grub

e Apply Decomposing culture if sufficient water is available
e Application of liquid biopesticide and biofungicide as a precautionary measure for control of white grub and
wilting of leaf.

-
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TRAINING

Modern Technologies In Sugarcane Agriculture

The residential training program was organized for

farmers from Kolhapur (Maharashtra) under
Agricultural Technology Management Agency
(ATMA). The objective of the training was to train
the farmers about modern technologies in sugarcane
agriculture. The three days training program was
conducted during April 18-20, 2024.

Thirty-six farmers from two tahsils (Gadhinglaj:18 &
Radhanagari: 18) of Kolhapur District of Maharashtra
State were participated for the said training program.
The training was inaugurated on April 18 , 2024 in
presence of Heads of sections and representative
staff members of VSI & participants.

Mr. BH Pawar, Scientist, Plant Pathology section
welcomed all the participants and others. Lectures
on various topics like sugarcane varieties & varietal
planning, seed nursery management, tissue culture,

modern planting techniques, weed management, soil
fertility and fertilizer management, irrigation water
management, use of bio-fertilizers, farm
mechanization, sugarcane economics, ratoon
management and integrated disease & pest
management were conducted by Subject Matter
Specialists. More emphasis was given on practicals
and field demonstrations. In the plenary session of
every batch, the trainees got their doubts cleared from
the subject experts.

The concluding session was chaired by Hon. Director
General of VSI. In the concluding function, the

representative trainee farmers expressed satisfaction
about the training, lodging and boarding facilities. The
certificates along with group photos were distributed
to the trainees. Director General has availed all the
facilities at VSI campus during training period. The
training program was concluded by vote of thanks.

Soil Testing and Integrated Nutrient Management

The training programme on ‘Soil Testing and
Integrated Nutrient Management’ was organized by
Soil Science Section, VSl for soil lab in-charge and soil
chemist on May 14-18, 2024. Total 27 trainees from
23 sugar mills and 04 from Krishi Vigyan Kendra
attended this training programme. The training
programme was inaugurated by Dr. AD Kadlag,
Principal Scientist, (Crop Production and Crop

Protection) and all Head of section from agriculture
department are present. Dr. SA Surwase welcomes all
the participants and briefed about the training
programme.

In the inaugural address Dr. AD Kadlag, briefed about
importance of soil testing and fertilizer
recommendation based on yield targeting approach.
He also explained the importance of soil fertility.
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The training comprised of modern and scientific soil
analysis methods and fertilizer recommendation
covering the lectures and practical’s. During the
training , lectures on various topics like Advances in
soil testing and fertilizer recommendation based on
yield targeting approach, Use of GPS and GIS technique
in soil fertility mapping, Agronomic interventions for
sugarcane crop management, Fertigation in sugarcane,
Use of biofertilizer in sugarcane, Advance technique
in soil testing and fertilizer management, Preparation
of standard solutions. In practical session soil chemical
analysis like soil pH, electrical conductivity, organic
carbon, available nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium,
sulphur, exchangeable cations like calcium &

b2 !
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magnesium, micronutrient like Fe, Mn, Zn, Cu, and
Boron and physical analysis like bulk density, soil
texture, analysis of carbonate, bicarbonate and
chloride from saturation extract of salt affected soil
are carried out.

In the interactive session, trainee raised queries were
answered by the subject expert. The valedictory
function of training programme was held on May 18,
2024 in presence of Mr. BH Pawar, Sr. Scientist, and
Head Plant Pathology section and all Head of sections
of agriculture. The certificate along with the group
photos were distributed to the trainee and programme
concluded with vote of thanks.

Lﬁ% TRAINING FRO E ON
SOIL TESTING

VSI Committee Meetings

Vs| Committee a meeting in the month of April 2024

consists of purchase committee meeting was held on
April 03, 2024 and technical committee meeting of
Agriculture section was held on April 24, 2024. In the
Month of May purchase committee meeting was held
on May 30, 2024 and in the month of June 2024
investment committee meeting on June 01, 2024,
Governing Council meeting under the chairmanship
of Hon. President of VSI Mr. Sharad Pawar followed
with selection committee meeting on June 21, 2024
and Technical committee meeting of technology
department was held on June 22, 2024.
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Technical Committee Meeting of Agriculture Sciences and
Technology Division

The technical committee meeting of Agriculture
Sciences and Technology Division was held on April
24, 2024 at VSI, Pune to assess the completed
research program 2023-24, ongoing research and
future research planning
for the year 2024-25 of
Agriculture Sciences and
Technology Division of
VSI, Manijari (Bk), Pune.
The meeting was
chaired by
Dr. Indrajeet Mohite.
Mr. Sambhaji Kadupatil,

The scientist should try to tie up with other countries
viz Philippine, Shrilanka, Central Africa, Brazil to
harness the research opportunities other than present
research programme. He also expressed his views
regarding the
strengthening of
association with other
states and International
collaborations with the
other countries.

Director General, VSI,
Pune Mr. Sambhaji

Director General, and Mr.
Shivajirao Deshmuh,
Advisor, VSI, Pune was
attended the meeting. Dr. AD Kadlag, Principal
Scientist (Crop Production and Protection) and
Co-ordinator (Technical Committee) welcomed the
Chairman, Director General, Technical Advisor and
all the Scientists.

The committee took the review of all the sections
viz., Plant Breeding, Molecular Biology and Genetic
Engineering, Tissue Culture, Agronomy, Soil Science,
Agriculture Engineering, Agriculture. Microbiology,
Economics, Farm Management & Development,
Entomology and Plant Pathology. The committee
recommended the important suggestions to each
sectional Head for further improvement.

Dr. Mohite expressed his views in introductory
remarks that, the research experiments of Agriculture
Science and Technology Division should be planned
scientifically, need based and globally focused with
current scenario of international standard. He also
opined that the outcome of research should be
enhancing for the unit area productivity with
minimum human resource and more mechanization.

Kadupatil opined that the
all the scientists should
finalize the research

come out with sound

programme and
recommendations forimprovement in cane and sugar
yield for benefit of the farmers. He also urged about
the techniques for sugarcane yield maximization in
the form of demonstration at VS| research farms and
sugar factory jurisdiction farm.

Mr. Shivajirao Deshmukh stressed upon the
improvement of research quality to emerge out the
sound technology in the form of recommendations for
the farmers and sugar industry.

- Joj
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VSI PARTICIPATION

Visit to Bagamoyo Sugar Ltd., Tanzania, East Africa

Agricultural Microbiology section of Vasantdada

Sugar Institute, Pune
provides technical
guidelines for
establishment of liquid
biofertilizer production
unit at different sugar
mills. In this context,
Ms. Sudha Ghodke,
Scientist & Head, &
Mr. BG Mali, Scientific
Officer, Agricultural
Micro-biology Section
visited on April 1-7, 2024
for initial visit as per required by Bagamoyo Sugar
Ltd., Tanzania for technical guidance for
establishment of 25000 lit capacity liquid biofertilizer
production unit. They visited site with staff of
Bagamoyo Sugar Mill is near to irrigation yard of BSL
farm, the total area 7000 sq. feet. We prepared layout
for new building of liquid biofertilizer production unit.
It was thoroughly discussed with Civil engineer,
Electric engineer and drawing unit and finalized the
layout. The technical staff submitted the list of
Equipments, chemicals, miscellaneous items,

packaging material etc. required for LBF production
unit. We had detail discussion with Mr. EG Sadanand,
CEO, Mr. Umeshlngawale,
Agriculture Manager,
Mr. Khanderao Pachore
Chief Engineer, Mr. Ravi
Chandra, Electric Engineer,
Mr. Shanmugam, Civil
Engineer regarding
requirement of liquid bio-
fertilizers, staffrequired,
instrument wise and room
wise Electricity load,
Water requirement, Civil
work, etc. for production
unit. The staff has submitted copy of MOU & DPR to
the management of Bagamoyo Sugar Ltd. Tanzania for
completion of project smoothly & in time limit.

Later the discussion with Mr. Ramesh, Vice President,
Mr. Anur Senapati, Chief Finance Officer and
Ms. Anuradha Kothari regarding the financial
requirement for establishing the Ibf production unit.
They also emphasized for establishing new building
and submission of all requirement for 12300 lit
production capacity initially.

Joint Agresco, PDKV, Akola

52" joint Agresco meet was organized at
Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapeeth, Akola
during June 7-9, 2024.
From VSI Dr. AD Kadlag,
Principal Scientist, Crop
Production and
Protection, Dr. JM Repale,
Sr. Scientist, Plant
Breeding section,
Dr. SG Dalvi, Scientist,
Tissue Culture section,
Ms. Sudha Ghodke,
Scientist & Head,

Agriculture Microbiology sectionand Ms. Jyoti Kharade,
Scientist, Soil Science section were attended this meet.
From VSI, one variety
release proposal (Plant
Breeding) and one
recommendation each
from Soil Science, Tissue
culture and Agriculture
Microbiology sections
were there.

Inaugural session was
organized at Dr. KR
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Thakare auditorium, Dr. PDKV, Akola on June 7. 2024.
For inauguration, Chairman were Dr. SharadGadakh,
VC, PDKV, Akola, Chief guest were Mr. Kiran Sarnaik,
member Vidhan Parishad, Mr. Randhir Sawarkar,
member Vidhan Sabha, Dr. Prashantkumar Patil, VC,
MPKV, Rahuri, Dr. Indra Mani, VNMKYV, Parbhani,
Dr. Sanjay Bhave, Dr. BSKVP, DapoliMr. Kailash Mote,
Director of Horticulture, Agril Department, GOM were
present. Garlanding of Portrait of Dr. Panjabrao alias
Bhausaheb Deshmukh& Lighting of Sacred lamp
followed by Maharashtra &University Geet was done.
Felicitation of Guests by dignitaries was done.
Welcome address was done by Dr. VK Kharche,
Director of Research, Dr. PDKV, Akola. Introductory
Remarks was carried out by Dr. S. R. Gadakh Vice
Chancellor, Dr. PDKV, Akola. Distribution of awards
&release of publications was done by hands of
dignitaries. Vote of thanks was done by Dr. Harihar
Kausadikar Director (Research), MCAER, Pune.

Technical sessions were started on June 8, 2024. In
Technical Session -Il of Group IX on Variety Release
Committee for Field Crops was organized at
Committee Hall, College of Agriculture, Dr. PDKYV,
Akola. Dr. SR Gadakh, Vice Chancellor, Dr. PDKV, Akola
were the chairman and Co-Chairman were Dr. KS Baig,
Director of Research, VNMKYV, Parbhani &
Dr. RS Wagh, Associate Director of Research, MPKYV,
Rahuri. Members for this session were, Head, Dept.
of Agril. Botany, MPKV, Rahuri; Head, Dept. of Agril.
Botany, Dr. PDKV, Akola; Head, Dept. of Agril. Botany,
VNMKYV, Parbhani; Head, Dept. of Agril. Botany,
Dr. BSKKV, Dapoli; Head, Dept. of Plant Pathology, Dr.
BSKKV, Dapoli Head, Dept. of Agronomy, Dr. PDKYV,
Akola; Head, Dept. of Agril. Entomology, VNMKYV,
Parbhani; Head, Dept. of Biochemistry, MPKV, Rahuri.
The recommendation was passed for VSI 18121 of
Plant Breeding section.

Technical Session -1l of Group VI on Plant Protection
was started at Skill Development Training Center,
Dr. PDKV, Akola. Chairman of the session was
Dr. SS Mane, Dean, Dr.PDKV, Akola and Co-chairman
was Dr. DB Undirwade, Director of Extension &
Education, Dr. PDKV, Akola Dr. AM Nawale, Head,

Department of Plant Pathology, MPKV, Rahuri
presented the recommendations of Agril. Microbiology
and Mushroom. The recommendation was passed on
“Microbial slurry” of Agril Microbiology section.

Technical Session —II Group II: Natural Resource
Management started at Krishilagar Hall, Shetkari
Sadan, Dr. PDKV, Akola Chairman, Dr. VK Kharche,
Director of Research, Dr. PDKV, Akola and
Co-Chairman, Dr. NG Patil, Director, ICAR-NBSS & LUP,
Nagpur Dr. PS Bodake, Dean, Faculty of Agriculture,
Dr. BSKKV, Dapoli. Dr. PH Vaidya, Head, Soil Science,
VNMKYV, Parbhani presented recommendations of Soil
Fertility and Plant Nutrition and Dr. AD Kadlag, PS, CPP,
VSI presented for chitosan. The recommendation for
micronutrient grade | for calcareous soil of
Maharashtra was passed for Soil Science section and
irradiated & non-irradiated chitosan for Konkan region
of Tissue culture section.

OnlJune9, 2024, DAY-3, Plenary Session was started
at Dr. K R Thakare Auditorium, College of Agriculture,
Dr. PDKV, Akola. For this session chairman was Idzes
A. Kundan, IAS, Principal Secretary (Agriculture), GoM
and co-chairmen were Dr. PG Patil, Vice Chancellor,
MPKV, Rahuri 2. Dr. Indra Mani, Vice Chancellor,
VNMKYV, Parbhani 3. Dr. SR Gadakh, Vice Chancellor,
Dr. PDKV, Akola 4. Dr. SG Bhave, Vice Chancellor,
Dr.BSKKYV, Dapoli 5. Shri. RaosahebBhagade, Director
of General, MCAER, Pune. Presentation of
Recommendations was done by respective Chairman/
Co-Chairman/Rapporteurs.

Address and remarks was by the Chairman and
Co-Chairmans, Shri. Raosaheb Bhagade, Director
General, MCAER, Pune, Dr. SG Bhave, Vice Chancellor,
Dr. BSKKV, Dapoli, Dr. SR Gadakh, Vice Chancellor,
Dr. PDKV, Akola, Dr. Indra Mani, Vice Chancellor,
VNMKYV, Parbhani, Dr. PG Patil, Vice Chancellor, MPKYV,
Rahuri, Idzes A. Kundan, IAS, Principal Secretary
(Agriculture), GoM.

Vote of thanks was done by Dr. VK Kharche, Director
of Research, Dr. PDKV, Akola. The plenary session was
completed with National Anthem .
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National Conference at ICAR—National Bureau of Agriculturally Important
Microorganisms, Mau, Uttar Pradesh

IcCAR-National Bureau of Agriculturally Important
Microorganisms, Mau, Uttar Pradesh (NBAIM) has
organized National conference on June 10-11, 2024.
The theme of the conference was ‘Expanding the
Horizons of Microbial
Research in Agriculture’.
The conference was
inaugurated by
Dr. TR Sharma,
DDG (CS) ICAR, New Delhi
and guest of honour Dr. SK
Chaudhari (DDGNRM),
ICAR, New Delhi &
Dr. PK Chakrabarty,
Former member (Plant
Science), ASRB, New
Delhi. Nearly 300
delegates were attended the conference from various
ICAR research institute and KVK's.

Ms. Sudha Ghodke, Scientist & Head and
Ms. Kranti Nigade, Scientist, Agricultural Microbiology
Section, VSI have attended the conference. Under the
theme of Microbiome Management, Microbial

Diversity and Conservation there were seven technical
sessions. The experts delivered technical knowledge
on multiple issues of diversity of microbes, their
conservation and role in sustainable agriculture,
microbes for mitigating
abiotic and biotic stress,
bioprospecting of
microbes for agriculture-
application and
challenges, plant disease
diagnostics: current
research trends,
knowledge gaps, and
opportunities.

Ms. Sudha Ghodke,
Scientist & Head
presented oral presentation under the technical
session Microbial conservation and bioprospecting.
Ms. Kranti Nigade presented the poster under the
theme New Vistas in Microbial Research. The section
received the first prize for poster presentation in
National conference by the hand of Hon’ble Director,
NBAIM, Mau, Uttar Pradesh.

e I




DN

TN

L EEE] ﬁgﬂ;

VASANTDADA SUGAR INSTITUTE

VISITORS TO VSI

Dr. Kunal Khemnar, Sugar Commissioner visited
Vasantdada Sugar Institute on April 5, 2024.
Mr. Sambhaji Kadupatil felicitated and briefed the
activities of VSI in presence of all the HODs/HOSs
of the departments. Later he visited some of the
sections.

Dr. BL Saraswat, Sr. Technical Consultant, Ministry

of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India,
New Delhi, visited VSI on May 7-9, 2024.

Shri. SambhajiKadupatil, Director General,
welcomed the delegate by offering bouquet and
shawl. Dr. AD Kadlag, Principal Scientist, Div. of Crop
Production and Protection, gave brief presentation
about the previous project of sugarbeet and also
discussed future work outline. Dr. Saraswat raised
guestion on various aspects of sugarbeet and it
was satisfied by respective scientist. On May 08,
2024 Dr. Saraswat visited along with VSI Scientist
Dr. AD Kadlag, Principal Scientist, Div. of Crop
Production and Protection,and Dr. AS Patil,
Sci. Officer & I/C Head, Agronomy at Baramati
Agrofor understanding the practical aspects of
sugarbeet processing. He also visited Shree Datta
SSK, Shirol on May 9, 2024discussed with
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Dr. R Vishwanathan, Director of IISR, Lucknow, and
Dr. AK Mall, Principal Scientist, as well visited VSI
on May 1, 2024. They saw the sugarbeet research
trial and Dr. AS Patil, Sci. Officer and |/C Head,
Agronomy, explained the trial details. He also
discussed about the future prospects. All of the
Agriculture, Science, and Technology division’s
sectional heads were present during the visit.

Chairman about the sugarbeet crop, how it will
benefited to the farmers as well as sugar mill. He
expressed his satisfaction for hospitality and
expertise of VSl in the sugar industry and cane and
beet development.
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Delegation consists of state officials and scientists

from agriculture department of Madhya Pradesh
state govt. along with officials from sugar
commissioner office, Pune, visited VSI on May 21,
2024. Name of the officials viz., Mr. BS Durve,
Additional Director (Sugar Cane); Dr. GK Kotu, Director,
Agricultural Research services; Dr. SK Sharma,
Director, Agricultural Research services;
Dr. AK Srivastava, Head of Department, Dept. of
Agricultural Economics; Dr. AK Chararjee,
Chief Agricultural Scientist; Mr. RL Jamre, Deputy
Director; Mr. RS Shakyawar, Deputy Director;
Mr. Umesh Khatare, Deputy Director; Mr. Sanjeev
Kumar Shakya, Asst. Director (Sugar cane);
Mr. Abhishek Dubey, Asst. Director from Farmer
welfare and agriculture dept.

Dr. RV Dani, Head & Technical Adviser, welcome
the officers to the department and explained about
the activities carried out by sugar technology
department and procedure followed for FRP recovery
calculation as per DFPD guide lines during the
diversion of various feed stocks in the Maharashtra
state. Mr. RN Ghorpade, Sugar Technologist,
explained about the online software developed by
the software team of sugar commissioner with the
technical support from VSI for the FRP recovery

P

—— ‘/’ |

Mr. T. Balkrishnan, General Manager (Cane) and
Mr. Gopinath, AGM (R&D) of Ponni Sugars (Erode)
Ltd., Tamil Nadu, visited VSI on the May 28, 2024,
Pune. Their visit aimed to explore potential
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calculation. Mr. ST Chavan, Technical Adviser
explained about the procedure followed by the VSI
for the validation of the sugar mills diverted various
feed stocks for ethanol production. 1. Statutory
documents to be maintained by the sugar mill as
per DFPD guide lines, 2. Intimation and timely
information to the State excise, 3. Records to be
maintained by the sugar mill, 4. Interim process
validation report as per Director-S & VO & 5.
Validation report prepared by VSI.

They have shown interest to implement the above
system in their state also with the support from VSI.
They wish to validate the sugar mills in their state
also by VSI.

collaborations between the sugar mill and the
institute’s research and development endeavors.
A meeting of the officers from Ponni Sugars and the
Heads of sections of the Agriculture Science and
Technology Division of the institute chaired by the
Principal Scientist (Crop Production and Protection).
During the meeting Principal Scientist (Crop
Production and Protection) highlighted officers from
Ponni Sugars about the extensive facilities and
resources available within the institute.
Deliberations also revolved around identifying
opportunities for joint initiatives. Following the
meeting, the officers visited the Plant Breeding,
Tissue Culture, Soil Science, Agricultural
Engineering, and Agriculture Microbiology laboratory
and discussed with Scientists.

fJosq
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A delegation from Illaj Sugar Ltd., based in Kaduna

State, Nigeria, accompanied by representatives from
KRESTON Projects, Pune visited the Institute on
May 28, 2024. Led by Mr. Bishir Jalli, Vice-chairman,
the delegation included Dr. Mukhtar Habib and
Dr. Mohammed Lawal, representing lllaj Sugar Ltd.,
Nigeria.

A meeting was convened between the Nigerian
delegation and Heads of Sections from the
Agriculture Sciences and Technology Division of the
Institute chaired by the Principal Scientist (Crop
Production and Protection). During the meeting, the
Principal Scientist elucidated on the ongoing
research endeavours undertaken by the Agriculture
Division and the Collaborative overseas consultancy
work carried out by the institute.

The discussion about the collaborative work for the
Cane Development at Nigeria for increasing cane
yield was held and further action plan will be
prepared to pursue the work after the mutual
understanding. Following the meeting, the
delegation had visited the various sections.

Mr. Sambhaji Kadupatil, Director General, VSI
visited to the sugarcane-sweet sorghum field trial
onlJune 4, 2024 along with Dr. AD Kadlag, Principal
Scientist, Div. of Crop Production and Protection,
Dr. KS Konde, Professor & Head, Dept. of Alcohol
Tech. During this visited he learned about the
objectives of the projects, he also knows about the
production potential of ethanol from these cropping
system. Further he visited to sugrabeet seed
production project and discussed about the
different crosses made and their output.
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The team of Bhorameo Sahsksri Shakkar Utpadak — Se—
Karkhana Maryadit,Kawardha, Chhattisgarh com- e hh———
prising of, Mr. GS Sharma, MD, Mr. Ankit Markam PN

GM (adm) and Mr. BS Potpose, Chief Chemist vis- o S STy,

ited VSl on May31, 2024.

Mr. Sambhaji Kadupatil felicitated them and briefed
the activities ofthe VSI. During the visit HODs/HOSs
of the Departments were present and they briefed
the activities of the departments.

il ¥

Dr. Manoj Charade, Assistant Professor& HOD PG
Department, Government College of Pharmacy, Karad
visited VSI on June 15, 2024. During this
visit they visited various departments to learn about
the research activities and facilities of the
laboratories. Later they met Mr. Sambhaji Kadupatil,
DG and Signed the MOU between Govt. College of
Pharmacy and VSI for the research Collaborations
with AT&T and Technology Departments.

Following Visitors were visited VSI during (April, May & June, 2024)

Name of Institutions Visitors Total
April - 2024
Agriculture College Dongarshalki Tanda, Tal. Ugir, Dist. Latur Faculties and Students 73
MIT ADT University, MIT College, Loni Training Students 4
Shivaji University, Kolhapur Professors 3
Jaywantrao Bhosale Krishna College of Agriculture, Faculties and Students 124
Rethare Bk., Tal. Karad, Dist. Satara
Individual Farmers from Maharashtra State Farmers 350
May- 2024
College of Biotechnology, Saralgaon, Tal. Murbad, Dist. Thane Students 14
Various Agriculture College Students 4
Ponni Sugars (Erode) Ltd., Erode, State Tamilnadu Managers 2
Kreston Industrial and Infra Projects LLP, Pune, Dist. Pune Officers 12
Individual Farmers from Maharashtra State Farmers 392

Cont...

- J-o0



A%\ VASANTDADA SUGAR INSTITUTE !

AT 2gfE:

B VSI Bulletin : Vol. - 24, Issue - I  April - June, 2024

Following Visitors were visited VSI during (April, May & June, 2024)

June -2024
Krishi Vidnyan Sankul, Kashti (Malegaon), Malegaon, Dist. Nashik Faculties and Students 61
Gencrest by products Pvt. Ltd., Andheri (East), Mumbai Officers 4
MGM, Nanasaheb Kadam College of Agriculture, Gandheli, Lecturers and Students 98
Chh. Sambhajinagar, Dist. Chh. SAmbhajinagar
Modern College of Arts, Science & Commerece, Shivajinagr, Pune Lecturers and Students 50
Symbiosis Institute of Health Science, Symbiosis International Lecturers and Students 18
Instiyute, Lavale, Pune, Dist. Pune
K.K. Wagh College of Agriculture Biotechnology, Panchvati, Nashik Lecturers and Students 42
College of Agriculture Biotechnology, Loni, Tal. Karjat, Lecturers and Students 49
Dist. Ahmednagar
Modern College, Pune, Dist. Pune Faculties and Students 52
MGM Nnasaheb Kadam College of Agriculture, Chh. Sambhajinagr Faculties and Students 45
Individual Farmers from Maharashtra State Farmers 360

Total : 1757

________________________________________Jsf
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Newly Released Sugarcane Variety CoVSI 18121 for Maharashtra

m Covsl 18121 is amidlate maturing sugarcane m The CoVSI 18121 is a midlate maturing high cane
variety, selected from the bi-parental cross and sugar vyielding, high sucrose content, thick
between Co 86032 x CoT 8201 made at canewith better ratoonabilityand non-lodging
Sugarcane Breeding Institute, Coimbatore in the plant type.

year 2012 and selected seedling from Ground
Nursery-11 (2013 Batch) during 2013-14.

m The mean Cane yield (t/ha) of CoVSI 18121 was
149.78 (t/ha) which was 18.23per cent higher
over the standard Co 86032(126.69 t/ha).

m The mean CCS yield (t/ha) (commercial cane
sugar yield) of CoVSI 18121 was 22.03 (t/ha)
which was 19.53per cent higher over the standard
Co 86032(18.43 t/ha).

m The average Commercial Cane Sugar (C.C.S.) %
of CoVSI 18121 at 14 month was 14.95 which
was 3.17 percent improvement over the standard
Co 86032(14.49 %).

m The average sucrose % of CoVSI 18121 at
14* month was 20.88 which was 3.11 percent
improvement over the standard Co 86032 (20.25
%).

® In red-rot testing by plug method of inoculation
CoVSI 18121 showed MRreaction.

m |n artificial smut reaction CoVSI 18121 rated as
‘Resistant’ at Pune center.

m CoVSI 18121 is ‘Tolerant’for early shoot borer and
internode borer.
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M R S
1. T A, IR Jnfdr Sifdes wardt wmEm A
UREUTTAR doaR TTdl. TR TaRIeel gl Qi
Tt AFAUIR A8 3120 UG Rt egaver g,
2. Tt AT I SATeHeR erad TRy SRefHTerere
0.2 % a1 TN I PR SfasidiRes 2 d 3
thaRugT 15 I(E{CN'II'CQI JIRM feea=ar aR o
FRIEIT. IT RAATABIRIART Hepreiageh qReATTeal
(I1. ST T 45) 0.3 % IT YHIUNT RN
RIS URUTHERS 3TTR.
1 faeh S e gmele 3ue (i wic) am
wic, et i s a1 Jmar wgHia Rewilew ared
IR PRI affelel 3fT. SR HERTY TR HeRTSrel
TfTH AT SR UTaRATes ATHTaRiel JATET MIGHTT SRR

afeesdl. INMHS HaArEl Fd UM PRYT etell INTSBAT.
IS HATAT T ARRAT I HIGAT FHIUR T B,
Pl PoT g IR AT ARV S SUART BIOTRAT I|TT
TIGHId SR @lefieal STHHTd STRTOT dheledl BisTaR 5 T
T aTewdl; IT MM ST v I Bl AT
qToft RIERRITT STHRCI &RTe. TToft STl ST res J1e
GG IR T8 ATl hrosott eardl. foaes R ar Rara
STREYE Tl AR 01 8 Pl TR 3T
TeRATGST ST 9 fUepraR IFTFET - TIgHia SMTT SRR
CIBUIT TSI fceeTcded Surd
1. S CTATESIRAT R S SRATAIT. I foepra
Fremaet ST SRII SEHAT TR TSUIRTS
SR g AT IFTell REl. S SARTAEIBRT
¥ IR fohar ugr gl el aRr. SR
g SR emEae RIS . IR deiean
EZSNINEIRSILECNCIN
2. ARG SUFoacH et SUaTaT dToR FTaT. ST Hoa Il el
U YT TN 10 O 11 Al 3T RIeiedn
U fiepKiieT T g hleh S SURATS! aTeRTd.
3. ¥ JUUN NGl PreSImgh qRefATerhrd
(SRS 100 39) T Hleremr (3feats
70%, 36 #) 100 foiex e fiaed 10 T 15
fAifre wfdmm e,
4. AT I ST ST FIRTOT HRET TGl T,
STOTERe higTdT SO WIeTaR BUTR ATal. 37T ot
R AR FRIET.
5. dfcy, IS g Sifdes @drEr amR A ke
SEEISASIN d doodX X[,
6. SATAFIE! DM I, TUIHeH, AT Fresarerult
g AT gLl deseR IR,
7. 3 fieRia fheia R ada aRid; Sivrer
RWTFAT TRARR 37T .
8. A fUhKT PRIV AIGUIRIS! HHR, PRICKAH
SO Rt geh I TR HRIGIR 3.
SHERAT T AT
JHdeel PR sfReede, AN (3.), . 412 307
[Ud:  020-260902268,
9. 9890422275 / 8788153332
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